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“Growing together, reaching higher” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

  

6  June 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Re: Student Welfare Concerns 

The unpredictable British weather is currently more like winter than summer, and is set to remain that way 

for a while. This morning, as they do every day, staff were on the Golden Hillock Road welcoming your 

children at the start of the academy day.  There were far too many youngsters coming to school with 

inadequate protection from the weather.  Too many students were starting the day off, soaked to the skin 

with no outdoor jacket, no academy jumper and often with improper shoes. 

We know that our parents and carers are hardworking and compassionate and, like us, want the very 

best for the students who attend the academy so to this end I am writing to all to ask for your help.  Please 

ensure that from tomorrow (and until such times as the weather improves substantially) that you help your 

child develop the self-discipline to be dressed for the weather.  Please ensure that you see your child 

before they leave home in the morning and that he/she has: 

A sensible outdoor jacket to be worn over their blazer.  Tracksuit tops, denim jackets and hoodies 

are not sensible outdoor jackets. Something that covers students to below the waistline and is waterproof 

with a hood is ideal.  This doesn’t have to be a padded winter jacket at this time of the year and despite 

what your children may tell you certainly does not need to be branded – in fact we would prefer if it isn’t.  A 

rough survey today shows more girls than boys come to school without coats or jackets.  Of those girls who 

do bring something to protect them from the weather too often it is a woollen shawl.  These may be 

effective in helping girls to keep warm but they are not waterproof and in fact once they get wet, they are 

often wet all day long.  Please ensure your daughters wear a sensible rain coat instead of a shawl. 

On wet days wear the academy jumper.  It may not be waterproof in itself but if students are caught 

out in shower it will help to insulate them and keep them warm.  More than one student was walking to 

school today with water running out of his hair, blazer dripping and shirt soaked through.  If students had 

their jumpers on at least they would have had some protection from the cold, especially as they have to 

wear those clothes all day. 

Wear appropriate shoes that will keep the water out.  Far too many of our girls are wearing soft 

canvas or fabric pumps instead of appropriate leather-like shoes.  On one hand it is questionable if these 

shoes meet the uniform standards for the academy on the other hand they certainly are of no use on wet 

days.  Girl are walking down wet streets, side-stepping splashes from traffic and through puddles to get to 

the academy.  By the time they get here often their clothes are soaked and their feet are wet too. 

I understand that sometimes our children can complain about wearing certain types of shoes, or don’t want 

to wear a rain coat because it’s ‘a hassle’ to carry it around or it might not be fashionable enough for them.  

However, I also know that our parents and carers understand that our children don’t always understand 

what is good for them and know that as adults we have to hold this line.   

As ever, thank you for your ongoing support. 

Patrick Horner, Vice Principal 

 


