
 

Growing together,.
reaching higher.



 

I am delighted to introduce you to Ark 
Boulton Academy. 

I chose teaching as a profession, driven by 
the idea that children’s experiences are 
paramount for our future. It should be a 
right that all children have access to an 
excellent standard of education, are able 
to pursue the career of their choice and 
become successful in their chosen field.

My vision for Ark Boulton Academy 
is that: together we give each of our 
students the skills, personal qualities and 
qualifications they need to be successful 
at university and in the career of their 
choice; together we make them role 
models for future generations, helping 
them to fulfil their potential and raise 

aspirations; and that together we reach 
higher by ensuring that our young people 
compete on level terms for places at 
university and in the job market. 

At Ark Boulton Academy we work 
together to ensure that each of our 
children overcome barriers to learning, 
catch up where needed and achieve at 
the highest levels by working harder, 
behaving better and making faster 
progress than children in other schools.

I look forward to welcoming you 
to our school.

Welcome
To Ark Boulton
Academy:

Herminder Channa
PRINCIPAL



 

The Ark School Network:
Ark Boulton Academy is part of the Ark network. Ark 
is an international education charity which runs a 
network of 34 high-achieving, non-selective schools 
in Birmingham, Hastings, London and Portsmouth. 
Our schools give children and young people from 
all backgrounds an exceptional education and real 
choices about their future. Ark has also just opened 
its first school in India.  Each Ark school has its own 
distinctive character but they all share the same goal: 
to make sure every child can go to university or pursue 
the career of their choice.  



From the
Governors:

Our Vision:

I am delighted to have been appointed 
Chair of Governors at Ark Boulton 
Academy.  Our commitment to pupils, 
parents and staff is that together we create 
a culture that enables everyone to excel 
through setting high expectations for all.  
Our curriculum inspires pupils to learn in 
all aspects of their education; linguistic, 
mathematical, scientific, technical, artistic, 
social and physical, and pupils thrive in 
their lessons and regularly take up the 
opportunities we provide them with to 
engage in extracurricular activities.  

We have a dedicated staff body who 
are committed to making Ark Boulton 
Academy the very best that it can be.  As 
a governing body we are uncompromising 
in our ambition for our school - we hold 
leadership to account, provide challenge 
where necessary and, above all, do 
everything that we can to support the 
school in its drive for excellence.

Growing together, reaching higher.

As a learning community we aim to grow together 
in understanding and cooperation, respecting each 
other’s needs, beliefs and backgrounds, working 
ever more closely to fulfil individual potential 
for the greater good. Together with families 
and the local community, Ark Boulton 
Academy is dedicated to helping our young 
people develop a lifelong love of learning, a 
sense of personal and civic pride and the 
confidence to not just navigate the modern 
world, but to shape it.

Julie Griff iths
CHAIR OF GOVERNORS





High expectations
With the right teaching and support, we believe every 
child can realise their potential. We set exceptionally 
high expectations for all our pupils and do whatever 
it takes to achieve them. Our aspirations are no lower 
for our most vulnerable pupils.

Exemplary behaviour
Our school is characterised by an orderly and 
calm environment. We expect students to be well 
mannered and treat other students, staff and parents 
with respect. Staff deal with misbehaviour quickly, 
and praise good behaviour.

Our smart uniform and logo reflect our local history 
and were chosen by our students. We expect all 
students to wear their uniform with pride and to be 
ambassadors for the academy at all times - both at 
school and in the community. 

Excellent teaching
A teacher is the most important factor affecting pupil 
achievement. That’s why we dedicate more time to 
training our teachers than most schools. 

We work side by side with our teaching staff to 
ensure excellent teaching and support them with 
exceptional training and development.

Our Approach:
Like other Ark schools, we use the six 
pillars in everything we do.



Depth before breadth
When pupils secure firm foundations in English and 
mathematics, they find the rest of the curriculum 
far easier to access. That’s why we prioritise depth 
in these subjects, giving pupils the best chance of 
academic success. All of our students – regardless of 
age or ability – have at least 45 minutes of these 
subjects every day, often more.
 

More time for learning
Our school day is longer than most schools. In a 
typical week, our students get around five hours more 
teaching than average. This gives our students more 
time to progress academically. It also allows them to 
take part in extracurricular activities which develop 
their wider personal, social, sporting and 
musical skills.

Knowing every child
We organise our schools so that every pupil knows 
and is known well by their teachers. Children do best 
when teachers and families work together: we involve 
families in all aspects of school life and encourage 
participation and collaboration. We keep parents well 
informed of pupils’ targets and progress and work 
together to understand any challenges children may 
face at home or at school. Together we aim to create 
a safe, happy and dynamic school environment.



 

Students at Ark Boulton Academy have access 
to a wide variety of enrichment activities 
that not only enhance academic learning but 
widen horizons, providing new experiences and 
opportunities and increasing aspirations.  

Each year we hold six enrichment days. On these 
days we bring the whole school together to try new 
experiences and develop students’ future study and 
career aspirations.  

We also offer a full programme of after-school 
activities and as an Ark school, we can offer 
experiences that wouldn’t otherwise be available to 
students.  For example, every year students from Ark 
Boulton travel to London to take part in a special 
music gala at the Barbican arts centre in London. 

As well as making school life more enjoyable, 
enrichment gives students the confidence, skills 
and experience to succeed in the future.

An Enriching
School Life:



Herminder Channa

 

PRINCIPAL

“At Ark Boulton 
Academy our children 
grow together and 
reach higher”



 

Gifted and talented students
We’re not content with gifted and talented students 
simply achieving the expected level for their year.  
We make sure all our students are challenged and 
supported to excel. By carefully assessing students, 
we give them the right kind of challenges to extend 
their learning.

Students with English as an 
additional language
Students who speak English as an additional 
language will benefit from our emphasis on the core 
curriculum. We will give them extra support until 
they reach the expected achievement for their age in 
English, including careful assessment and the chance 
to learn in small groups.

Students with Special Educational 
Needs (SEN)
We believe that it is vitally important to identify and 
assess children with special educational needs, so 
that we can give them tailored support. Our skilled 
teachers and learning support assistants will support 
students in class, in small groups or in sessions 
outside the classroom.

Helping 
Every Child 
To Achieve:
Every child can achieve. But all children 
are different. That’s why we tailor our 
approach to suit our students.



 

Applying  
For a Place:

When we admit students, we prioritise children with 
statements of special educational needs. Then, if our 
academy is oversubscribed, we offer places to children in 
the following order of priority:

• “Looked After” or previously looked after children.

• Children who, at the time of the admission, have a 
sibling, resident at the same address, who attends 
the academy.

• Children who live closest to the academy by straight 
line distance from their home to the main entrance.

We’ll keep a waiting list which is used to fill casual 
vacancies if students leave during the year or withdraw 
from a place that has been offered.
 

Ark Boulton Academy is a non-selective, non-denominational, mixed school serving 11–16 year olds. To apply, you’ll 
need to go through the Birmingham City Council website – www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions 



 

Principal: Herminder Channa
 
Ark Boulton Academy
Golden Hillock Road
Birmingham
B11 2 QG
 
0121 773 8156
info@arkboultonacademy.org
 
www.arkboulton.org


