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12 April 2019 

Dearest Parents and Carers 

It is hard to believe that today marks the end of the Spring Term and around two thirds of our school 

year is now behind us.  As ever, there is always a lot for us to do as teachers, parents and as a community.  

Most urgently our Year 11 students need to work even harder to prepare themselves for this year’s GCSE 

examinations which will start almost immediately upon our return from Spring Break on Wednesday 1 

May, indeed those students who have been studying GCSE Art will already have completed part of that 

examination even earlier than this on Monday 29 April. 

Your sons and daughters have been working hard, some have routinely demonstrated commitment and 

discipline for a long time as they journeyed towards these all-important examinations.  For other 

students they continue to need our guidance and patience in order to be well-prepared to face the 

challenge that is ahead of them.  To this end Miss Ahmed and Miss Hudd have met with the vast majority 

of Year 11 students and parents/carers, each student has been issued with a personalised timetable and 

revision materials to support their work over the two week Spring break.  Furthermore our academy 

website has a huge range of resources and video guides made by the staff at Ark Boulton to support 

students with their revision. 

What can parents/carers do? 

Ensure that your child sets themselves up to succeed by working hard over this school holiday.  As a rule 

they should be revising three different subjects each day for a minimum of two hours per subject (six 

hours of study per day).  This might sound like a lot but in fact each student is capable (and should do) 

more than this.  GCSE examinations are tough, they are valuable so it stands to reason that students will 

have to work hard to achieve them.  There may be times in the days and weeks ahead where your child 

feels that they ‘can’t do it’ or it’s ‘too much work’.  When this happens they are looking for the support 

and direction from their parents to get them through.  The kindest thing we can do as parents and 

teachers is to create the conditions for our children to be successful.  Wake them up at a reasonable time 

with breakfast so they can be ready to study and have a productive day, provide a quiet place to study and 

remove distractions such as phones, TV and consoles.  If students need to use the internet, supervise 

them so they are not tempted to get off track.  Ensure they eat well and drink plenty of water.  They will 

need breaks from study, but help them to make sure the balance is right and they don’t spend too much 

time having breaks and not enough time working!  Our children might complain, they might event resent 

us a little for it, but we know this is the best thing for them right now and we know that this is a short 

term sacrifice for a long term gain. 

There have been many achievements this term.  One that is quite often hidden from view is the excellent 

attendance habits our students have.  Students at Ark Boulton attend better than in most schools and in  
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fact attend best of all out of all the schools in the Ark network around the country.  This would not be 

possible without the support and excellent example set by you, our parents and carers, so thank you. 

Ark Boulton Academy has recently achieved the VbE Quality Mark (Values-based Education) for 

underpinning universal positive human values such as respect, integrity, honesty and compassion within 

the curriculum and academy life. Our virtues curriculum for character development has enabled us to 

teach students key life skills for their conduct and character development, alongside the academic 

curriculum. Thus, enabling our students to develop key personal skills and aptitudes such as 

communication, leadership, team work, and problem solving that are so sought after by today’s top 

universities and employers. 

Students in different year groups have taken part in experiences such as attending presentations from 

Oxford and Cambridge University, the Envision challenge and sporting fixtures.  Not only have our Year 

1o cricket team fought their way all the way to finals of the citywide cricket tournament, they returned 

with silver medals and an even greater resolve to bring the gold home next year.  In all cases our students 

have acted as outstanding ambassadors for the academy, their families and their community.  We should 

be proud of the vast majority of our young people who work hard every day, demonstrate excellent 

conduct and smile throughout!   

Advance notice regarding a change to the Friday finishing time 
When we return after Spring break there will be no changes to the finish time for 
students.  However, we have listened to our students and to views from our community.  To that end 
I am proposing to make the academy day slightly shorter on Fridays, from 3 June 2019.  At the 
minute students have a short lunch break just before they go home each Friday at 1.45 pm. From the 
week beginning 3 June 2019, I would like to dismiss students as soon as they have finished their last 
lesson on Friday.  This would mean that there would be no second break on Friday and instead 
students will be dismissed at 1.25 pm, detentions for those students who have chosen not to meet 
academy expectations would then take place from 1.25 pm. 

Thank you to all of our parents and carers for your ongoing support.  With your help we will continue to 

strive to provide the excellent school our community deserves.  For those celebrating, have a happy and 

blessed Easter and to everyone please enjoy a restful Spring break.  Be safe and enjoy your time with 

loved ones and family.   

The Boulton Newsletter has now gone digital! Please see our website to read more about our 

achievements. We look forward to seeing all students return on Wednesday 1 May 2019 at 8.15 am. 

Best Regards, 

H Channa 

Principal H K Channa JP FCCT 


