
History Quiz 1 - Medicine

1. Which two doctors from the ancient world dominated ideas about medicine during the Middle Ages? (2)

2. Which organisation was vital in preserving Galen’s ideas as it agreed that the body had been created by one God?

3. What were the religious and supernatural explanations for the causes of diseases during the Middle Ages? (2)

4. In medieval England it was believed that bad air and smells contained poisonous fumes that cause disease and illness 
what was this theory called?

5. When did the Black Death first strike Britain?

6. What did people think caused the Black Death? (5)

7. How did Vesalius encourage doctors to make further discoveries? (2)

8. Which English doctor was heavily influenced by the work of Vesalius?

9. In the early 1600’s William Harvey made which important discovery?

10. Why did Harvey’s discovery have little impact on medical practise during the Renaissance?

11. What disease was common in 19th century British cities?

12. When was the first outbreak of cholera in Britain?

13. Who made the first link between contaminated water and the spread of cholera?

14. When was the second Public Health act passed?

15. In 1861 Who was the first person to suggest that microorganisms were the cause of disease?

16. Before Pasteur, scientists thought that micro-organisms didn’t cause disease but appeared because of death or disease. 
What was this theory called?

17. How did Koch develop Pasteur's work on Germ Theory?

18. Which three individuals helped developed the use of penicillin? (3)

19. What did the government do to improve medicine during the 20th century? (4)

20. Who discovered DNA? Why was that important for medical understanding of the causes of disease during the 
20th century?



Answers for History Quiz 1

1. Hippocrates and Galen
2. The Church
3. Astrology, sins
4. The Miasma Theory
5. 1348
6. God, Planets, Miasma
7. He encouraged observation and dissection
8. William Harvey
9. Harvey discovered that the heart pumps blood around the boy. Disproving Galen’s theory that blood was 

created in the liver.
10. Because his work had little practical application.
11. Cholera
12. 1831
13. John Snow
14. 1875
15. Louis Pasteur
16. Spontaneous generation
17. Koch discovered that different microbes caused different diseases.
18. Alexander Fleming (discovered penicillin) Florey and Chain proved that it worked for fighting infection in 

humans.
19. Introduction of the NHS (1948), Mass vaccination (diphtheria 1942 polio 1950) Government legislation (Clean 

Air Acts 1956) Government lifestyle campaigns
20. Watson and Crick, it was important because scientists were able to link human genes to particular diseases.



History Quiz 2 – Cold War

1. How is a ‘cold war’ different to a conventional war?
2. Which countries were members of the ‘Grand Alliance’
3. Which country was defeated by the Grand Alliance in WWII?
4. What were the three conferences and what order did they occur in?
5. Who were the leaders of the Grand Alliance up to 1945? Who were the new leaders in that year?
6. What was the ideology of the Soviet Union?
7. What city is the capital of Russia?
8. What was the Truman Doctrine?
9. Explain what a ‘satellite state’ is.
10. What was the Trizonia?
11. Why did the Berlin Airlift embarrass Stalin?
12. Which countries joined NATO?
13. Which countries joined the Warsaw Pact?
14. In what year was West Germany created?
15. What is an ICBM?
16. Who was the leader of the Soviet Union during the Hungarian Uprising?
17. What was the impact of the Hungarian Uprising on international relations?
18. When was Berlin divided?
19. Why was the Soviet Union worried about Berlin in the years 1958-61?
20. Who were the presidents of the USA from 1958 to 1970?



Answers for History Quiz 2

1. The Cold War is a not an open military conflict. Instead it is fought through diplomacy, spying and propaganda.
2. Soviet Union, USA, Britain
3. Germany
4. Tehran, Yalta, Potsdam
5. Stalin, Roosevelt, Churchill – Stalin, Truman, Atlee
6. Truman wanted to stop the spread of Communism so he promised to help countries who did not want to 

become communist
7. Communism
8. Moscow 
9. A state that is under the control of another state. Satellite states in Eastern Europe were controlled by the 

Soviet Union
10. When Germany was divided into four parts, the Trizonia was the name given to the three areas controlled by 

USA, Britain, and France
11. He tried to force the Western allies out of Berlin using a blockade but he had to give up after 9 months due to 

the success of the Berlin Airlift
12. Britain, France, USA, and nine other countries
13. Soviet Union, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, Albania, East Germany
14. 1949
15. Inter-continental ballistic missile
16. Khrushchev
17. It showed that the Soviet Union would not tolerate weakening of Communism. This worried the West and made 

them look weak because they had done nothing to stop the interventions of the Soviet Union in Hungary.
18. 1945
19. Large numbers of educated people were leaving East Germany for the West, via Berlin (the ‘brain drain’)
20. Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon



History Quiz 3 – Germany

1. Which leader had to abdicate as ruler of Germany in November 1918?
2. Who was the first president of the Weimar Republic?
3. When was the Treaty of Versailles signed?
4. What Article of the Treaty of Versailles upset Germans most?
5. Name two challenges from far-left and far-right groups to Weimar rule during  1919 and 1920.
6. Name the two crises that affected Weimar Germany in 1923.
7. Who was the minister who dominated Weimar economic and foreign policy from 1923?
8. List three of the steps he took to help the recovery of Germany 1923-1929.
9. What was The League of Nations?
10. What was the title of the Weimar equivalent of the British prime minister?
11. What was Article 48 of the Weimar constitution? 
12. What was the full (English) name of the NSDAP?
13. Who was elected as the German president in 1925?
14. Who were the SA or ‘brownshirts’?
15. What was the outcome of the Munich Putsch?
16. What was the most important consequence of the Nazi parties reorganisation in 1924-28? 
17. What event occurred in October 1929 which boosted support for the Nazi Party?
18. Why did this event increase support for the Nazis in the Middle-class?
19. Who was Gernman Chancellor from 1930-1932?
20. Who was German Chancellor from May to November 1932?



Answers for History Quiz 3

1. Kaiser Wilhelm
2. Friedrich Ebert
3. 28th June 1919
4. Article 231 or ‘The War Guilt clause’
5. The Spartacist (Communist) Revolt, January 1919, and The Kapp Putsch, March 1920.
6. French Occupation of the Ruhr and hyperinflation.
7. Gustav Streseman
8. Introduced the Rentenmark, he agreed to the Dawes Plan, 1924, and The Young Plan, 1929.
9. The League of Nations was an international body where the world’s problems were discussed with the hope of 

avoiding war.
10. Chancellor
11. This part of the constitution said that, in a crisis, the chancellor could ask the president to pass a necessary law 

without the support of the Reichstag (parliament). National Socialist German Workers’ Party (Nazi Party)
12. The National Socialist German Workers’ Party 
13. Paul von Hindenburg
14. The Brownshirts were the paramilitary wing of the Nazis  that engaged in street violence. 
15. Hitler and other leaders of the Putsch were imprisoned for 9 months. Hiter wrote Mein Kampf during the period.
16. Hitler realised he could not gain power through armed rebellion and the Nazis would now look to be elected into 

power.
17. The Wall  Street Crash
18. They were afraid of the Communist Party and many had lost their life-savings and companies in the Wall Street 

Crash and felt Hitler would provide the strong leadership Germany needed to recover from the Great Depression.
19. Heinrich Bruning
20. Franz von Papen



History Quiz 4 – Saxons & Normans

1. Who was the king of England before Harold?
2. Where was Harald Hardrada king of?
3. Who was Harold Godwinson’s sister married to?
4. What is the name for the most important aristocrats in Anglo-Saxon society?
5. Which of Harold’s brothers unsuccessfully oversaw the earldom of Northumbria?
6. What was a burh?
7. What was the name for a ‘free farmer’ in Anglo-Saxon England?
8. List four main claimants to the English throne after Edward died in January 1066
9. Who won at the Battle of Gate Fulford?
10. Who won at Stamford Bridge?
11. Name a tactic used by William at Hastings.
12. Name the main tactic used by Harold at Hastings.
13. What were Harold’s elite soldiers called?
14. Two of Harold’s brothers died with him at the Battle of Hastings. What were their names and 

where were they earls of?
15. Who did the Witan first name as king after Harold’s death?
16. Where did William receive the submission of the earls?
17. Name the three Marcher earldoms.
18. Name three features of a motte and bailey castle that made them difficult to attack.
19. Who escaped back to Scotland after the revolt of Edwin and Morcar?
20. What did the Harrying of the North involve?



Answers for History Quiz 4
1. Edward the Confessor
2. Norway
3. Edward the Confessor (the king)
4. Earl
5. Tostig
6. An Anglo-Saxon fortified town
7. A ceorl
8. Harold Godwinson, William of Normandy, Harald Hardrada and Edgar Aethling
9. Harald Hardrada (and Tostig)
10. King Harold II (Harold Godwinson)
11. One from the following: feigned retreat, cavalry charges, using archers and foot soldiers and 

cavalry interchangeably
12. Shield Wall
13. Housecarls
14. Gyrth – Earl of East Anglia, Leofwine – Earl of the south-west Midlands 
15. Edgar Aethling
16. Berkhamstead
17. Hereford, Shrewsbury, Chester
18. The keep, the motte (earthen mound), wooden palisades, access to the keep (steps or bridge), 

the ditch/moat, the gatehouse/drawbridge
19. Edgar
20. Burning crops in the fields, destroying seed crops and killing livestock to make life for civilians 

impossible in the region



History Quiz 5 - Medicine

1. Which doctor discovered the use of chloroform as and anaesthetic during the 19th century ? Why is this an 
example of medical progress? (2)

2. How did Joseph Lister’s use of carbolic acid during surgery lead to medical progress?
3. In which century was the Black Death?
4. In which century was the Great Plague?
5. Which factors effect medical progress?
6. How did the Church hold medicine back during the Middle Ages?
7. How did the Government effect medical progress during the 20th century? (2) 
8. How did Individuals improve medical understandings of the causes of disease during the 19th century? 
9. Which piece of technology led to progress in understanding anatomy during the 16th century? 
10. What are you doing if you are diagnosing an illness ? Give an example from the Middle Ages.(1250-1500) 
11. What are you doing if you are treating a patient?  Give an example from the Renaissance (1500-1700) 
12. What is medical progress? Give an example from the 19th century. 
13. How did the government hold medical progress back during the 19th century?
14. During the 17th century iatrochemistry (chemical cures) became popular this included the use of antimony which 

promoted sweating and vomiting how does this demonstrate medical continuity?
15. What impact did the discovery of the ‘New World’ have on the use of herbal remedies between 1500-1700? 
16. Name three common illnesses on the Western Front (3)
17. Name three different styles of gas attack  
18. How were wounds treated on the Western Front? (3)
19. What were the limitations of X-rays on the Western Front? (3) 
20. Why was the Blood bank at Cambrai important? 



Answers for History Quiz 5
1. James Simpson- because doctors were now able to perform more complex surgeries.

2. Surgeons recognised that they needed to perform clean safe surgery.

3. 14th  

4. 16th

5. Government, the Church, Attitudes, Individuals, Science and technology.

6. The Church only allowed the teaching of Galen and banned dissection.

7. The government founded the NHS (1948), Vaccination campaigns (1940’s),

8. Louis Pasteur's Germ Theory and Robert’s Koch’s work discovering bacteria's that led to specific diseases : led to improved 
understanding in the causes of disease.

9. The printing press.

10. Looking at the symptoms of an illness to decide how to treat it. Medieval doctors diagnosed illnesses by looking at urine charts.

11. A treating a patient is taking action to cure their illness. A treatment used to cure illnesses during the renaissance was antimony used to 
balance the humours. (through sweating)

12. Medical progress is when understandings of medicine improve. An example of progress in medicine from the 19th century is Edward 
Jenner’s development of the smallpox vaccination.

13. The government failed to recognise that Cholera was being spread through the water supply. It wasn’t until that ‘Great Stink that the 
government began to improve the sewerage system.

14. The use of antimony demonstrates continuity because it was a form of purging a treatment which was believed to rebalance the 
humours.

15. New remedies started to appear ipecac (effective cure for dysentery) cinchona (effective remedy for malaria popularised by Thomas 
Sydenham)

16. Trench fever, Trench foot, Shell Shock

17. Chlorine, Phosgene and Mustard

18. Wound incision(debridement), Carrel-Dakin method, amputation

19. They could not detect all objects, soldiers had to lay still for several minutes. The machines overheated quickly.

20. In 1915 it had been discovered that blood could be stored for 4 weeks if citrate glucose was added to it. Blood was stored at Cambrai to 
treat wounded soldiers.



History Quiz 6 – Cold War

1. Who were the leaders of the Soviet Union from 1958 to 1970?
2. Why did Kennedy visit Berlin in 1963?
3. When did Fidel Castro gain power in Cuba?
4. What was the ‘Bay of Pigs’ incident?
5. How did Kennedy manage to look like a hero after the Cuban Missile Crisis?
6. What agreements were made as a result of the Cuban Missile Crisis?
7. What was the ‘Prague Spring’?
8. How did Brezhnev react to the ‘Prague Spring’?
9. What was détente?
10. When were the Helsinki Accords signed?
11. What were the SALT talks?
12. What incident led to President Carter announcing the Carter Doctrine?
13. How did the Soviet Union retaliate when the USA boycotted the 1980 Olympics?
14. In which Warsaw Pact country was martial law declared in 1981?
15. What was SDI?
16. Name the Soviet leaders from 1982 to 1985.
17. What was the main agreement of the INF Treaty?
18. What happened on 9 November 1989?
19. Who helped Gorbachev stay in power when there was a coup against him in 1991?
20. When did Gorbachev resign?



Answers for History Quiz 6

1. Khrushchev, Brezhnev

2. To show support for the people of West Berlin

3. 1959

4. An attempt to topple Castro’s government using CIA trained Cuban exiles

5. Soviet missiles were removed from Cuba and Kennedy kept it a secret that he removed some USA missiles from Europe in 
exchange. It looked like he had defeated the Soviet Union with no cost to the USA!

6. Test Ban Treaty (1963), Outer Space Treaty (1967), Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (1968)

7. The spring of 1958, when Alexander Dubcek tried to reform Communism in Czechoslovakia

8. He first warned Dubcek to reverse the reforms, then sent Warsaw Pact troops to re-establish Soviet control

9. It was the attitude of trying to ease the hostility between the USA and the Soviet Union

10. 1975

11. Strategic Arms Limitations Talks. There were two rounds of conferences where the USSR and USA discussed the arms race 
and how they could reduce the tensions around this. The second set of talks was never ratified.

12. The invasion of Afghanistan by the Soviet Union

13. The Soviet Union led a boycott of the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics

14. Poland

15. Strategic Defense Initiative – a plan to place satellites in orbit so that they could shoot down any nuclear missiles fired at 
the USA

16. Brezhnev, Andropov, Chernenko, Gorbachev

17. The USA and Soviet Union would abolish all land-based missiles with a range of 500-5,500 km

18. The Berlin Wall came down

19. Boris Yeltsin

20. 25 December 1991



History Quiz 7 – Germany

1. Why was Hitler in a position to demand to be Chancellor in 1932?
2. When did Hitler become Chancellor of Germany?
3. When was the Reichstag Fire?
4. What was the Enabling Act?
5. How did Hitler remove opposition once Chancellor?
6. When was the Night of the Long Knives?
7. What happened on the Night of the Long Knives?
8. What title did Hitler take following the death of Hindenburg?
9. What does KdF stand for?
10. When were the Nuremberg Laws passed?
11. What was eugenics?
12. Who were the SS?
13. Who was head of the SS?
14. Who were the Gestapo?
15. How did Hitler control the Catholic Church?
16. Who was minister for propaganda in Nazi Germany?
17. What was the Nazi policy of Gleichschaltung?
18. What was the significance of the Berlin Olympics of 1936?
19. Name one youth group which opposed the Nazi regime.
20. What was Kristallnact?



Answers for History Quiz 7

1. As the Nazis now had the majority of seats in the Reichstag, winning 38% of seats in the elections. 

2. January 1933

3. 27th February 1933

4. Laws could now be proposed by the Chancellor (Hitler), the Reich Cabinet could pass new laws, these laws could overrule  the 
Weimar constitution.

5. He banned trade unions, made all political parties apart from the NSDAP illegal and abolished regional parliaments.

6. 30th June1934

7. Hitler had Ernest Rohm and other other senior officers of the SA killed to ensure his leadership on the Nazi Party was unrivalled.

8. Fuhrer

9. Strength Through Joy

10. When were the Nuremberg Laws passed?

11. What was eugenics?

12. The Schutzstaffel (Protection Squad). They the Nazis’ police and security force and totally loyal to Hitler.

13. Heinrich Himmler

14. Non-uniformed secret police set up by the Nazis.

15. Catholic schools were closed, priests were harassed and arrested and Catholic youth activities were banned.

16. Joseph  Goebbels

17. A way of controlling art and culture so it was consistent with Nazi ideas.

18. The Nazis saw it as an opportunity to showcase Germany’s superiority over other nations by winning in as many sporting events as
possible and running a well organised event which was later used in Nazi propaganda films.

19. The Swing Youth and The Edelweiss Pirates

20. On 9-10th November 1938 gangs smashed and burned Jewish property and attacked Jews. About 100 Jews were killed and 191 
syngogues  were destroyed.



History Quiz 8 – Saxons & Normans
1. Name three ways in which land was transferred from Anglo-Saxons to Normans.
2. Name the three earls who plotted against William in 1075.
3. What happened to each of the three earls after the revolt was defeated?
4. Who was in charge of England at the start of the Revolt of the Earls?
5. ‘Land held by a vassal in return for service to a lord.’ Which key term is this statement the 

definition for?
6. How many days per year was knight service for?
7. What was a relief?
8. Stigand was accused of pluralism and simony – which one of these was about appointing people 

to top Church jobs in exchange for money?
9. What was the demesne?
10. Describe two features of the role of a Norman sheriff.
11. What was the Domesday Book?
12. In what year did William order the Domesday Book to be produced?
13. How did the Normans change the Church in England?
14. What language replaced English for written documents in Norman England?
15. What language(s) was spoken in England after the conquest?
16. Outline three key characteristics of William’s personality that help to explain the success of the 

Norman Conquest.
17. Who was Odo?
18. Who became king when William I died?
19. What relation was Robert Curthose to Odo?
20. What did Odo do in 1088?



Answers for History Quiz 8
1. By forfeit, through the creation of new earldoms and other blocks of territory, and through illegal land grabs. Land also got

transferred through inheritance and through marriage between Normans and Anglo-Saxons.

2. Ralph de Gael – Earl of East Anglia, Roger de Breteuil - Earl of Hereford, Waltheof – Earl of Northumbria 

3. Ralph escaped to France whereas the other two were captured and killed by William

4. Archbishop Lanfranc, as William’s regent

5. A fief (or a feud)

6. 40 days

7. A payment that a Norman heir had to make to the king when they inherited land

8. Simony

9. The land that the king or a tenant kept for his own use rather than granting it as a fief to an under-tenant

10. The representative of the king, the leader of the shire, oversaw the shirt court, enforced the law, responsible for organising the fyrd, 
responsible for the military defences of the shire

11. A survey of all the land and wealth of all areas of England. It was the first of its kind. It allowed William to levy higher taxes on certain 
areas

12. 1085 (Christmas). The first drafts were ready in 1086

13. By 1100, every English Cathedral and church had been knocked down and rebuilt in the Norman style. They also threw out most of 
the Anglo-Saxon relics as they believed that these relics were inferior to Norman equivalents

14. Latin

15. The Normans spoke French whilst the Anglo-Saxons spoke English. This meant that French was the language of the aristocracy whilst 
English was spoken by the common people.

16. He was relentless – he never gave up, he was brutal – he used extreme force to crush resistance, he demanded loyalty – he 
imprisoned Odo once he appeared to challenge William, he was religious – he had the support of the Pope

17. William’s half-brother. He was a major supporter of William’s invasion but was not very popular with ordinary people because he 
would seize land from them and from the Church

18. His son, William Rufus, became William II

19. Odo was Robert Curthose’s uncle. Odo was William I’s half-brother. Robert Curthose was William I’s son.

20. Led a revolt against the new king in support of Robert Curthose’s claim to the throne of England (he was already the new Duke of
Normandy)


