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Principal’s
Message

The autumn term always provides an opportunity to 
reflect upon the year that has passed and begin to think 
about our priorities for the New Year. Priorities which are 
close to my heart for which I will be turning to parents, 
carers and to our local communities to support the
academy with are:

• How we can better help and support those individuals 
who find themselves homeless, hungry and alone. 
• Improve the environment around Sparkhill.
• Working even more closely with our parents and
community to support our children to develop a strong
character and become confident young people as, “It takes 
a whole community to bring up a child.”
 
At Ark Boulton Academy we believe that preparing 
students for life in modern Britain and as global citizens 
includes providing opportunities for students to develop 
morally, socially, spiritually and culturally.  This year Ark 
Boulton saw the launch of its ‘Virtue Curriculum’ and 
continuation of ‘Rights and Responsibilities Days’.  The 
curriculum incorporates daily exploration, discussion and 
reflection on a wide range of spiritual, moral and personal 
development themes such as democracy, tolerance,
diversity, rule of law and our responsibilities in the local 
and global societies in which we live. 

To enable this development of students, the academy’s
values are predicated on ten virtues which we seek to 
make clear and relate to day to day life. In order to
complement this approach, each week there is a specific 
virtue theme and related ‘key question’.  During
assembly and form time students consider the impact of 
these virtues on their own lives, their community and the 
wider world. 

During the Rights and Responsibilities Day, students 
focused on the virtue of gratitude and focused on raising 
awareness about the rights we have and the
responsibility we must take as individuals, groups and 
community members towards others.  

Year 7 students learnt about the importance of giving back 
to the community and keeping it clean for everyone. We 
had the unique opportunity to look inside a Birmingham 
City Council garbage truck and learn more about how 
rubbish is collected, disposed of and recycled every day. 
Students carried out a local environmental survey of the 
area and carried out a litter pick on Golden Hillock Road 
and at Ackers.

Year 8 worked with Barclays Life Skills providers. The 
workshops provided students the time to reflect on their 
strengths and weaknesses and how they can apply these 
in day to day life to help them excel in their studies and 
beyond.

Year 9 had a chance to meet and greet local police officers 
from West Midlands Police. The officers spoke about 
their job roles and how they work with all community 
members to keep our environment safe. Students took the 
opportunity to ask questions at the end of the session and 
we even had some questions about how career paths and 
how someone can become part of the force!

Year 10 & 11 took responsibility for their future
aspirations and career choices. At such a crucial stage 
of their education, students focused on improving their 
communication and interview skills. As they prepare to 
apply to colleges and training providers, working on their 
CV writing and application writing was very useful.

“We are all looking forward to
another exciting year at Ark

Boulton...”

Our New Year 7 students have had time to settle in to 
the academy and have coped very well with learning our 
routines and have shown high levels of maturity as they 
begin to take on more responsibility for their learning and 
development. 
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GCSE students have adapted to the changes in their learning as they now move on to the most crucial stage of their 
education. Our Year 11’s continue to demonstrate great determination and commitment to their studies. 

Our new reception facility was officially opened earlier this year in September. It was a very proud moment for us all at 
Ark Boulton as it marked the dedication and commitment that has gone into our journey to Ofsted rated ‘Good’ over 
the past two years. A milestone we have reached together as a whole community.  

In November, the whole academy (890 students and 100 staff) took part in its’ very first Boulton Pledge Day. The 
Pledge Days ensure students experience a wide range of activities to enhance their academic education and cultural 
capital. The first Pledge Day focused on British culture and the history behind landmarks in London. Students visited a 
number of memorable sites such as the National History Museum, Tate Modern, The Emirates Docklands, Think Tank 
Museum, St Pauls Cathedral and the Black History Museum to name a few.  

This term is always busy with many events for our students and parents alike. I hope you enjoy reading about the main 
snapshots of this year so far and continue to support us on our journey in becoming an outstanding academy. We are 
all looking forward to another exciting year at Ark Boulton and I cannot wait to share the successes and joys with you.

As the days become darker earlier, please take extra care when you are out with family and friends enjoying the winter 
festivities. Wrap up warm and ensure you keep safe on the roads. Please take a moment to read more about ‘Winter 
Safety’ on page 15.

I will end by saying, holidays are a time to rest, recuperate and visit loved ones. We should also use this time to reflect 
and be thankful for all that we have and if possible help those who are less fortunate than ourselves. Providing a meal 
for someone who is hungry, donating clothes to someone who is cold, offering a smile and time to talk to someone who 
is lonely are all acts of kindness and compassion that bind us more closely together as human beings.  I wish you all a 
restful holiday with your family and friends and a peaceful and prosperous new year.

H.K Channa JP
Principal
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Acting with bravery in
fearful situations

Acting with fairness towards 
others by honouring rights & 

responsibilities

Being truthful & sincere

A determined and gracious
resolve in the face of

challenges

The ability to control one’s 
feelings & overcome one’s 

weaknesses

Feeling & expressing thanks 
for benefits

Estimating oneself within
reasonable limits

A humble generosity of time, 
thought & spirit

Exhibiting care & concern

A giving heart, a generous 
way of viewing others &

caring for their needs
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   Reception
Official 

On Tuesday 26th September, Principal Herminder Channa JP 
alongside David Gould (Former Regional Director of Ark Schools 
Birmingham and Former Principal of Ark St Albans) officially cut 
the ribbon to celebrate the opening of the academy’s new reception 
facility and entrance.

We were delighted to have shared this occasion with members of 
staff and VIP guests, including Colin Diamond CBE, Executive 
Director for Education and Stella Manzie CBE, Interim Chief 
Executive of Birmingham City Council. Our Head Boy and Head 
Girl, Hamza and Tahera, addressed our guests in a short speech 
prepared by themselves to share what this meant to the students in 
the academy.
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   Opening
Since opening its doors at the beginning of September, the new 
facility has provided a direct and easily accessible entrance, front 
facing on Golden Hillock Road with a light and modern
environment designed to cater to the needs of our community as a 
whole. The reception provides ample space for student and parent 
enquiries, facilities for meetings, a conference room, and practical 
parking for visitors.

“The opening celebrates the hard work and commitment that has 
gone into our journey to Ofsted rated ‘Good’ over the past two 
years. A milestone we have reached together as a whole community, 
as ‘Team Boulton’, and will continue to excel and improve towards 
‘Outstanding’. We are a true community school and placing the
entrance on to Golden Hillock Road will serve our community 
more so.” Herminder Channa.

David Gould said “It is a great privilege to be a part of this
momentous occasion and to see the progress that has been made. 
I always feel so welcomed here by staff and students. The students 
are highly articulate and always a joy to work with. We need our 
students to excel in this community and beyond, and the opening 
of this facility will only aid this, setting the tone for the community 
as they enter a school with high expectations and high standards of 
attainment. Well done to all on completing the job, with particular 
thanks to Savas Ali (Ark Buildings Project Manager) and to
companies MACE and VDM.”

Day
Remembrance

Remembrance Day,  also known as Armistice Day or Poppy Day, 
is a day to commemorate those who gave their lives in combat in 
the two world wars.

Remembrance Day takes place on the 11th hour of the 11th month 
every year, to mark the 11th hour of November 1918 when the guns 
of the Western Front fell silent after more than four years of
continuous warfare during the First World War.

Students and staff at the academy commemorated the event this 
year by observing a one minute silence and laying a specially made 
poppy wreath at the academy’s memorial garden.   

To mark the 100th anniversary of the Battle of Passchendaele this 
year, we have had a bespoke memorial plaque designed to
commemorate those individuals who served in the world wars from 
the local area. This plaque will replace the current, weather worn 
plaque which was placed on the building in 1994.

We are also in the process of renovating the memorial garden to 
make it more sustainable for the environment and help encourage a 
new home for insects and wildlife to take shelter.

We would like to thank our student ambassadors and cadet
representatives, who sold poppy items throughout the week leading 
up to Remembrance Day.

4
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E u r o p e a n
To celebrate European Day of Languages at the
academy, our MFL department presented assemblies 
to students to show the importance of learning a new 
language and how it can benefit us in so many ways. We 
spent the day greeting others in different languages and 
ran a competition during the week.

Why learn another language?
• To understand millions more people around the world 
and to be able to really understand the culture of the 
countries when you visit them.
• To improve your employability.
• 70% of British employers say that they value language 
skills in their employees.
• Over 60% of British trade is with non-English speaking 
countries.
• Learning another language says a lot about you. It 
shows you are determined and you care about being able 
to communicate with others and are thoughtful.
• Your general reading and mental skills improve through 
studying a language.
• You will also find that you can communicate better.

Day of Languages

Fun Facts!
• It is estimated that up to 7,000 different languages are 
spoken around the world. 90% of these languages are 
used by less than 100,000 people.
• 2,200 of the world’s languages can be found in Asia, 
whilst Europe has 260 languages.
• At the age of 18 months you can speak about 50 words. 
At the age of 5 you can speak several thousand!
• By the age of 21 you will have spoken about 50 million 
words!

 

So remember…
• Not everyone speaks English – it’s a multilingual,
multicultural world.
• You do not have to be fluent in a language – there is 
room for all levels of ability in all types of work.
• Language improves the quality of your life and your 
understanding of how other people live and think.

“If you talk to a man in a language he
understands, that goes to his head.
If you talk to him in his language,

that goes to his heart.”

Nelson Mandela
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A w a r e n e s s 
Road Safety Week

Ark Boulton Academy took park in Road Safety Week in November. Many of our students walk to school, so
providing students with practical information was crucial. Mrs Huckstep shared information on how to stay alert, 
visible and vigilent on the roads, and also discussed the dangers of not wearing seatbelts in transport or helmets whilst 
cycling. We used a watermelon to demonstrate the possible affects a major trauma can have on the head and the brain. 
You can see the full video of the demonstration on our Twitter page @ArkBoulton. 

Sometimes young people forget good habits they learn as a child. The Green Cross Code may seem a little childish for 
an adolescent, but every week young pedestrians are knocked down and killed or seriously injured. The Green Cross 
Code has good advice for safely crossing the road.

1. First find the safest place to cross.
• If possible, cross the road at: subways, footbridges,
islands, zebra, puffin, pelican or toucan crossings, or 
where there is a crossing point controlled by a police 
officer, a school crossing patrol or a traffic warden.
• Otherwise, choose a place where you can see clearly in 
all directions, and where drivers can see you.
• Try to avoid crossing between parked cars and on sharp 
bends or close to the top of a hill. Move to a space where 
drivers and riders can see you clearly.
• There should be a space to reach the pavement on the 
other side.

2. Stop just before you get to the kerb
• Do not get too close to the traffic. Keep back from the 
edge of the road but make sure you can still see 
approaching traffic.
• Give yourself lots of time to have a good look all 
around.

3. Look all around for traffic and listen
• Look all around for traffic and listen.
• Look in every direction.
• Listen carefully as you can sometimes hear traffic before 
you can see it.

4. If traffic is coming, let it pass
• Look all around again and listen.
• Do not cross until there is a safe gap in the traffic and 
you are certain that there is plenty of time.
• Remember, even if traffic is a long way off, it may be 
approaching very quickly.

5. When it is safe, walk straight across the road,
do not run
• Keep looking and listening for traffic while you cross, in 
case there is any traffic you did not see, or in case other 
traffic appears suddenly.
• Look out for cyclists and motorcyclists travelling
between lanes of traffic.
• Do not cross diagonally.

Parents/Adults
• Set a good example.
• Use the Green Cross Code yourself.
• Use pedestrian crossings even if it involves a small 
detour.
• Wear visible clothing during the darker months.
• Talk to children about the importance of not using a 
mobile phone, texting or listening to headphones while 
crossing the road and make sure you practise these good 
habits yourself.
• If you are a driver - “Speed Down”. Reduce your speed, 
“20(mph) is plenty in places where people live.”

Sources: think.direct.gov.uk & roadsafetyweek.org.uk
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A n d  i n  o t h e r

During October 2017, The National Autistic
Society launched its ‘Autism Hour’ event. The aim was 
to help the public understand more about autism and 
how it can affect every day activity like going to the 
shops. “Shops can be too loud, glaringly bright and 
overwhelming for autistic people. The result is 79% of 
autistic people feeling socially isolated.”

At Ark Boulton Academy, we were keen to get involved 
and raise awareness for autism within the school too. 
Students with autism at the academy can sometimes 
become overwhelmed. For this reason, we have
activities and facilities in place to help reduce stress 
levels and provide an avenue to allow relaxation and 
opportunities to talk.

During ‘autism hour’ we took part in boccia – a relaxing 
game to help students wind down during the day and 
we spent time reading and talking in our purpose built 
sensory room.

Autism Hour

On Saturday 26th August, four Year 8 students from Ark 
Boulton Academy: Ismail, Abdurrahim, Rumaysa and 
Ikra went on a sailing trip to the Norfolk Broads. The
students, accompanied with Miss Hazem and other 
schools, lived and travelled on boats for one week.

“We were taught the basics of sailing, learning skills from 
qualified RYA instructors. They taught us about the
terminology used which is relevant to sailing such as
tacking and mooring.” Ismail.

During the trip there were opportunities to go to a beach, 
where we spotted seals in the sea, which was a nice treat, 
seeing wildlife in its’ natural environment.

“This trip provided students with fantastic opportunities 
to develop teamwork skills and 
interact with others from 
different schools. Students 
learnt how to be

independent as they cooked their own meals. They also 
experienced life without electricity and mobile phones for 
a whole week!” Miss Hazem.

We cannot thank Enterprise Sailing enough for enabling 
our academy to participate in this memorable experience. 
We hope to make this an annual trip for our students.

A Sailing We Will Go...
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n e w s . . .

On Tuesday 7th November, Ark Boulton Academy invited 
all Year 11 students and their parents/carers to a GCSE 
Skills Information Evening.

The staff provided advice and guidance on how to best 
prepare students for the examinations and what to expect 
throughout this crucial year.

We had advice clinics and a series of stalls on specific
subjects where parents and students had the opportunity 
to talk to teaching staff one to one. All students who
attended received information packs which included
subject revision guides - all equipped for the crucial 
months ahead!

GCSE Skills Evening
We were delighted at Ark Boulton Academy to have 
opened our doors to prospective students and their
parents once again this year from 19th - 21st September.

Our open events give students an insight into Ark
Boulton and what we have to offer in terms of
curriculum, enrichment, and secondary school transition 
support.Starting a new school can be a daunting
prospect. Here at Ark Boulton we intend to make the 
transition as smooth and pleasant as possible for both 
students and their family. Our students take part in 
various induction activities to ensure a smooth transition 
into Ark Boulton.

We had many Year 6 students attend with their parents 
and families. 

Open Evening

They took part in tours around the academy with our 
Student Ambassadors, got involved with our interactive 
activities, and had the chance to speak to our members 
of senior staff, teachers and current students. One of our 
parent visitors commented, “The students and staff were 
so helpful and informative, I feel reassured that my child 
will be fully supported here when she starts”, and another 
said “The performance indicators were very interesting 
and a good way to support a child’s education.”

It was a pleasure to have met so many enthusiastic young 
students and we hope you thoroughly enjoyed your visit 
to Ark Boulton.



Pledge Day Visits ‘17
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Parent Clinic

Every Friday

8.50am - 10.50am

A drop-in session for Ark Boulton Parents.

An opportunity for you to meet with the 

Principal and other members of the

Strategic Leadership Team in an informal 

environment to ask questions, raise

concerns, and discuss matters of interest.

No appointment needed. 

6

Frontline Living History delivered an engaging
workshop for our Year 11 historians. Frontline Living are 
experienced historical interpreters with years of expertise 
in WW1 battlefield medicine and working with schools.

They brought real and replica artefacts from the trenches 
of WW1 to help students learn about aspects of the war 
on a more personal level to the soldiers. For example, 
learning about the type of medicine which was used on 
the Western Front and how disease and injuries were 
dealt with. They examined a surgeon’s kit and heard 
about the chain of evacuation to help look after wounded 
soldiers.

Students enjoyed getting up close and personal with the 
artefacts, trying on genuine helmets and looking at the
rifles used. Even Mr Horner and Mr Harris got involved 
in the action! The two very knowledgeable presenters 
were dressed in full WW1 soldier uniforms and caused 
quite a stir when they helped out at a line-up on the
playground and managed a queue during lunchtime!

We also experienced the replica smells of some of the 
gasses used during the fighting and heard first-hand the 
accounts of how gas was used to cause fear and death.

It was a successful day and helped the students to excel in 
their GCSE mock exam on the same subject. A hands-on 
learning experience is very effective and as an academy 
we would like to thank Frontline Living History for
delivering the workshop.

Mr Harris hopes to organise more events such as this for 
students who choose to study History at GCSE.

H i s t o r i c a l
N u m b e r s

WW1 Frontline Experience

Year  10 students visited Bletchley Park, a historical 
home of the once top secret, World War Two code 
breakers and birthplace of modern information
technology. Bletchley Park played a major role in 
World War Two, producing secret intelligence which 
had a direct and profound influence on the outcome
of the conflict.

Ark Boulton students visited the site and participated 
in various workshops provided. We learnt how
Enigma messages sent by the German Army and Air 
Force were decrypted, translated and analysed for vital 
intelligence, even having a go at some code
breaking themselves! We also experienced what it
was like to have lived and worked during the war.

“Students used their existing maths knowledge and 
applied it to the challenges provided. They saw the 
influence of maths and how it affects everyday life 
and the major influences it has had on history and the 
modern day.” Mr Nisar, Teacher of Mathematics.

Bletchley Park Visit
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Boulton
Science - Osmosis Experiment

Para Football Finalists

 Year 8 Drama Performances

DofE Expedition & Residential

Rights & Responsibilties Day - keeping our 
community clean #GivingBack
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Gallery
Our newly qualified Staff DofE Leaders

Science Club

Warwick University History Lectures Festive Decorations for December

Year 11 Deutsche Bank Careers Visit

Anti-Bullying Week Pledges

World Cup Qualifier - Women’s Football
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Key Dates

22nd December 2017 - Last day of Autumn Term

8th - 9th January 2018 - Academy Inset Days
Academy closed to all students.

10th January 2018 - Progress Review Day
All parents should attend for an important meeting with their child’s tutor. You will receive a 

letter to inform of your appointment time. Students to attend in full academy uniform.

11th January 2018 - First day of Spring Term 2
All students to return to the academy.

16th February 2018 - Half Term

We’re on Facebook & Twitter
Follow us @ArkBoulton for daily updates

1615

Winter Safety

1. Add layers to your clothing, this 
will keep you warm as the
temperature drops.

2. If you are out with family in the 
darker hours of the day, make sure 
you wear visible, bright clothing and 
reflective items to help you stay safe 
and seen as a pedestrian. 

3. Wear appropriate footwear,
especially in icy and snowy
conditions. Make sure your footwear 
is warm and has good grip.

4. Keep your pets warm and indoors 
if you can. Provide fresh bedding 
and wind-free shelter for outdoor 
pets.

5. Prevent the spread of a cold and 
flu this winter by:
- Washing your hands often,
especially after blowing your nose!
- Cover your mouth and nose with a 
tissue when coughing or sneezing.
- If you are sick, stay at home and 
rest to prevent spreading it to others.

Season’s Greetings
This time of year brings to mind those things in life that are

most important. Family, friendship and community.

May the New Year be filled with love, peace and happiness for all.

Ark Boulton Family.
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Golden Hillock Road | Birmingham | B11 2QG

@ArkBoulton

0121 773 8156 | info@arkboulton.org


