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Principal’s
Message

Welcome  to the second edition of our academy
newsletter ‘The Boulton’ for the Spring Term. I hope you 
are all well and looking forward to the arrival of warmer 
and lighter evenings ahead.

Here at Ark Boulton we have been busy preparing our
students for success in their GCSE examinations and 
coursework deadlines. Students have benefited from the 
targeted lessons and extra revision sessions held
throughout the term, delivered by our staff. We have also 
had support from external workshops to give students 
the best support possible at such a crucial stage. We were 
lucky enough to have two of our Year 11 students go on a 
study residential at the University of Oxford where they 
engaged in workshops about revision skills and learning 
abilities. These skills will no doubt help them with their 
GCSE revision and future education at college and
university. 

The examination season has come round very quickly, 
so my advice to students is to always prepare thoroughly. 
Set a timetable, take regular breaks which consist of some 
fresh air and outdoor walking. Take advantage of the
facilities available at the academy: the library, subject 
teacher’s support at break and lunchtimes, targeted 
revision sessions, and act upon feedback from the
‘walking talking’ mocks. At Ark Boulton Academy we 
want your son/daughter to achieve the best grades
possible, and I know I can count on the support of
parents in achieving this.

We have seen a rise in student engagement with
extra-curricular activities this term, in particular female 
participation in sport. In fact, to celebrate we held a
special ‘This Girl Can’ event to encourage our female 
students to become leaders in sport. It was a great success 
with over 60 students attending in just one evening!

The student council has been busy developing an
Environmental Campaign for the academy and the local

community. They have already presented their ideas to 
each year group and governors, and are now recruiting 
volunteers to join their team of eco-ambassadors. The aim 
is to help keep our community tidy and eco-friendly, and 
give students a sense of pride within the school
community and beyond. It is important we look after our 
environment as the quality of these spaces has a huge
impact on the health and well-being of our families,
community and wildlife. 

Tidy neighbourhoods, public spaces, and working
environments play a huge role in the quality of living and 
healthy learning, so where best to start than right on our 
doorstep. We hope you will all support our cause, and we 
will be updating our progress both on our website, and on 
our Twitter and Facebook pages. Follow us to keep up to 
date.

“Tidy neighbourhoods, public
spaces and working environments 
play a huge role in the quality of

living and healthy learning...”

We have also launched an amazing project with our own 
students to develop them as ‘Peer Mentors’. The aim is to 
provide valuable support for students at crucial points 
during their academic life. The scheme offers mutual 
benefits for both mentor and mentee, such as learning 
to develop transferable communication skills, leadership 
qualities, increased confidence and motivation, helping to 
identify with others and recognise fulfilment and personal 
growth.

Over 150 students applied for the position, and Mrs.
Russell alongside the student council, interviewed
students to appoint 20 peer mentors.
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It was a tough decision with such a large volume of brilliant applicants! All mentors have undergone extensive training 
about safeguarding issues and what is expected of them as they pursue the role of a mentor to support their peers.

Please note the academy will be closed to all students from Monday 10th April and will re-open on Thursday 27th April 
for Progress Review Day. All students must attend in full school uniform with their parent/carer for their scheduled 
appointment. Summer Term will begin for all students on Friday 28th April. 

I do hope you all have a peaceful break and enjoy the holidays with family, friends and community.

Herminder Channa
Principal

Student Council members working on our academy environmental campaign.



Awareness Week
Autism

Compassion is one of our academy’s virtues. Compassion is the 
ability to understand the emotional state of another person or
oneself, and as part of Autism Awareness Week (27th - 31st April)
we used this virtue to raise awareness and a wider understanding 
about autism.

Autism is a developmental condition of which the cause of is still 
unknown. The number of people with autism is increasing.
Understanding autism has become ever more important in our 
society and it presents a significant opportunity to teach people 
compassion through awareness.

Often there is a negative stigma attached to people with autism. This 
is due to the misunderstanding of certain behaviour. People with 
autism have wonderful qualities worth recognising and
highlighting. A vast number of people with autism are highly
intelligent.

Throughout the week we had awareness assemblies for staff and
students, and activities for students to take part in during form 
time.

Our Enhanced Provision Team did an excellent job of covering this 
topic and also held a bake sale for The National Autistic Society. 
Students spent time baking cupcakes and decorating them in
preparation for the sale at Friday lunchtime. The cakes were
delicious, and raised an amazing £124.65!

Mr Ptak, Leader of Enhanced Provision commented, “This week 
has really empowered our students and it has had a huge positive 

impact on them, especially those with autism. It gave them the
confidence to talk more about autism and feel more confident. We 
are very proud at the hard work they put in preparing for the cake 
sale, from baking, decorating, to selling the cakes at lunchtime. Well 
done to all.”

“I see life like a canvas, which tells us about life and our destiny. 
The difference between me (an autistic person) and a person that is 
not autistic is that whilst they have all the colours in the rainbow to 
paint with, I only have the primary colours to curve my destiny.”

Quote from a student at Ark Boulton Academy.
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   Day
Red Nose

As part of Red Nose Day staff and students were busy raising 
awareness and money for the cause.

Here at the academy, we often raise money for different causes, and 
Comic Relief is a fun way to continue the tradition!

We had a huge bake sale during break with a whole variety of cakes, 
biscuits and treats on sale, a raffle ticket event and a bring and buy 
in the playground where students donated and sold items from 
boxes of chocolates to footballs and stationary items.

Our staff joined in with the fun too, and a special thank you goes 
out to our canteen staff who served up some fun food for all.

Well done to everyone who joined in, and we raised an amazing 
£375.28!

3

“We often raise money for different causes, 
and Comic Relief is a fun way to continue 

the tradition!”
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Drop Down Day
On Tuesday 4th April, we held our very first ‘Rights 
and Responsibilities’ Conference for the whole academy, 
as part of Drop Down Day. The theme of the day was to
deliver important safeguarding information to our
students and young people. 

We were fortunate enough to have a few guest speakers 
attend on the day and help support deliver the content. 
This included workshops about online safety, social 
awareness, distinguishing between fact and fiction, and 
what makes a healthy relationship and community, to 
name a few. 

The day allowed students to think about families, friends, 
peers and other relationships, to discuss the rights and 
responsibilities within each of them and more crucially, 
what to do when things go wrong.

Ali and Abu in Year 8 commented, “Drop Down Day 
benefits students in many ways, and the rights and
responsibilities conference today has helped us to
understand different relationships we will come across in 
life and how we should respect each other to gain respect 
in return.”

Rights & Responsibilities

5

Murad said, “The best thing about today was learning 
about respecting others and the benefits of giving and 
earning respect back. The most important people I 
respect in my life are my parents, but that doesn’t mean 
you don’t respect anyone else! Everyone has the right to 
be respected, and we all have the responsibility to respect 
others.”

Students also took part in a cyber-bullying workshop.
For Mohammed and Ibrahim the most important
information they learnt was how to stay safe online to 
avoid bullying and grooming.

“You shouldn’t believe everything you read online or 
believe everything someone might say to you as you don’t 
know who is behind the profile or the information. If you 
feel worried about something which has been shared, 
then you should speak about it to your parents or a
member of staff in school” said Ibrahim after his
workshop.

“Never store your passwords on your phone or a place 
where someone could access it, it’s not safe and can lead 
to people abusing your online accounts and emails. We 
should change our passwords regularly.” Mohammed.

We hope to equip our students with the skills,
knowledge and understanding of what they can do to 
keep themselves safe when faced with challenges in our 
modern day lives. 
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“Everyone has the right to be
respected, and we all have the

responsibility to respect others”

Our ‘Question Tree’ where students left 
their thoughts and questions about how 

they feel about topics such as equality
and respect.

Role play in drama to establish how certain 
behaviour can provoke different reactions. 
Here we looked at the difference between 

healthy, positive responses
and negative ones.

FGM (Female Genital Mutilation)
awareness workshop for our female

students.

We had various guest speakers to support 
our workshops on respecting the

community you live in and how you
can be a positive role model for others.
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A r k  B o u l t o n

Ark Boulton made it through to the Key Stage 3 & 4 Para 
Football Finals!

A group of our students visited Aston Villa Academy on 
Monday 23rd January, where they played tough fixtures 
against other schools. Our star of the day was Nosheen 
Naz who excelled in her football skills!

A huge congratulations goes to Fiza Hussain, Nosheen 
Naz, Nadia Ayoob, Roshan Din, Mohammed Ismail Musa 
and Urslaan Khan.

The team worked really hard together and it was an event 
enjoyed both by students and staff.

Para Football Finals
On Thursday 9th February, 74 students from our
academy went to take part in the Birmingham School 
Games. Competitions included Handball, Football, Futsal 
and Rowing.

We went up against many other schools from across
Birmingham. The rowing events of the day were
extremely tough!

There were three rounds for each year group. The first 
round consisted of three minutes of rowing, and you had 
to row really fast and try to stay ahead of everyone else. 
The aim of this round was to make it to the finals, where 
you had to row for five minutes!

Many of our teams got through. This was probably the 
toughest part as after a few minutes, we felt very tired and 
our legs ached. A huge shout out to Aqsa Khan who came 
2nd place in the Year 11 girls rowing finals!

We took part in Futsal, Handball and Football matches as 
well. We even had the opportunity to meet British Boxing 
WBA Super Flyweight Champion Khalid Yafai and his 
brother Galal Yafai. They helped open the games at the 
beginning and showed us some of their boxing skills too!

The whole day was very exciting. It was a physically 
demanding day, but our team spirit and positive attitude 
helped us persevere. A huge well done to everyone who 
took part and we’re excited for next year’s games!

Birmingham School Games Finals

3

S p o r t  a t

On Tuesday 10th January, nine Year 7 students attended 
Starbank Academy to participate in the Central School 
Partnership Futsal Tournament.

After a shaky first match, Ark Boulton played
Starbank to decide who would qualify for the
Birmingham Games. It was an incredibly close match 
but our team managed to stay focussed and won the 
game 4-3! They played exceptionally well, taking on 
feedback from the coach and demonstrating resilience.

A huge congratulations to Hibaq Osman, Hasna Uddin, 
Eesha Hussain, Kiran Bibi, Isha Ali, Ayah Hazem, Fariya 
Shafaqat, Alishaba Mohammed and Nadira Noor.

Year 7 Futsal Champs

We recognise the importance of engagement in sport and 
physical activity at our academy, for the maintenance of 
health, and development of skills such as social
interaction, team work, and communication.

We have partnered up with Girls Active, an initiative to 
help girls engage within sport and games, whilst
recognising their individual needs. Girls Active are
working with schools across the country to tackle the
negative attitudes that girls have towards their body
image, improve their attitude towards PE, and to make 
sport more relevant to girls’ lives.

On Friday 3rd March a group of year 9 and 10 girls
organised the Girls Active event at Ark Boulton and they 
did a fantastic job. There were many 
activities taking place, and groups 
of students rotated between them so 
no one missed out. We had over 60 
girls taking part! Students organised 
dance lessons, football coaching, 
cricket, and fun and games. We even held a special buffet 
meal for all who took part to celebrate their achievements. 
The students also recognised the importance of
International Women’s Day through this event.

“I am unbelievably proud with the level of engagement 
and energy from the girls. They really threw themselves 
in, trying new sports and making new friends. A special 
thank you goes to Miss Sanders and the students who 
helped provide the refreshments, and to all staff who 
supported the event.” Mrs Huckstep, Director of Health 
& Wellbeing. The academy hosts enrichment clubs in all 
manners of interests, including different sports, every 
afternoon after lessons. We will continue to support this 
great cause throughout the years!

This Girl Can - Leaders in Sport
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World Book Day 2017
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Students have been signing up for our MFL (Modern 
Foreign Language) Enrichment Clubs this term. They 
include the exciting cross-curricular French Cooking 
Class. Combining food technology with French language 
and speaking.

Students have learnt how to bake a cake using recipes 
written only in French and developed thier
understanding of the language, and of course their 
cooking skills! Students thoroughly enjoy the experience, 
“something I never thought could be so much fun!”

We have introduced a new Latin Club more recently. 
In partnership with the University of Birmingham, two 
Latin students (Sarah Legg and Philippa Rubley) deliver 
lessons every week at our academy.  

Fun Fact 1: Did you know that 60-70% of English words 
come from Latin? So learning Latin can really help with 
your vocabulary.

Fun Fact 2: Over 80% of words in languages from
places like Spain, France and Italy come from Latin, so 
you could really improve your language skills too.

Fun Fact 3: The University of Birmingham’s motto is in 
Latin: ‘per ardua ad alta’ - ‘Through hard work, great 
things are achieved’.

We’re very excited to have the opportunity to learn such 
an important language at our academy with thanks to the 
University.
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Football Stars
Wes Harding and Wes McDonald passed on expert tips to 
local children.
Press Release by Birmingham City Football Club.

Pupils from a Sparkhill school received a masterclass 
football coaching session led by the Blues Under-23s 
stars, thanks to the latest Eze Group initiative launched to 
put a smile on the faces of young people in the local area.

The two Wes’ delivered the training session at Ark
Boulton Academy, where the youngsters – in years seven 
and eight – were put through their paces. The lesson
included a ten minute warm-up, a skills session and
various shooting drills.

The visit was arranged by Blues’ diamond sponsors, Eze 
Group, who recently launched the ‘Eze Smiles’ initiative, 
designed to reward young people in the local area.

Mr Freeman, head of P.E. at Ark Boulton Academy, said: 
“It was a great experience for the pupils, and gave them 
a flavour of what happens in a professional coaching 
session.

“Many of our students are incredibly passionate about 
football, so to have the players giving advice and offering 
support was really inspiring to see.

m a s t e r c l a s s
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On behalf of the school, I’d like to thank Eze Group and 
the players for the opportunity.”

After demonstrating their footballing skills, the two 
players led a question and answer session with the school 
children, in conjunction with Birmingham City FC
Community Trust. 

Dominic O’Reilly, CEO of Eze Group, said: “We were 
delighted to have the opportunity to support Ark Boulton 
Academy with a training session from Blues Under-23s.

Working with the Club, we’re pleased we could provide 
the youngsters with a chance to hear from the players first 
hand on how they started off in football, and what it takes 
to play for Blues Under-23s – we hope they left feeling 
encouraged, with lots of fun memories to share with their 
families and friends.

We look forward to taking our work in the community 
beyond the stands at St. Andrew’s over the coming weeks, 
and putting a smile on the face of many others.”

Enrichment
H i g h l i g h t

The Art of Language

The Music Department has been bursting with talent 
this term and Miss Al-Hanoush (Music Lead) wishes 
to give a shout out to some of her Music Superstars!

Choir Group
A huge well done to our choir, who recently performed 
for the whole academy in March. Six students
performed amazingly and we were all blown away!
Great job Samera Begum, Farzana Hussain, Ramla 
Omar Abdullahi, Usman Liaquat, Ayesha Ahmed, and 
Madeeah Kauser.

Ukulele Club
Mohammed Islam

Keyboard Club
Deon Mohammed, Husnain Ali, Aleeqa Ibrahim,
Aleena Habib, Sundus Mohamoud.

Overall commitment to music lessons and clubs
Yousaf Ibrahim

Music
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Gallery
‘Year 8 Champions’ Rewards Breakfast 

Student Council - Environmental Campaign

Dhol Drummers Baking for Autism Awareness Week

BAE Systems - Careers Week Workshop

New academy wall art

Choir Performance
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Boulton
Dance Club

University of Birmingham Career Mentoring

 Birmingham Council Chambers Debate
 “How to make Birmingham more cohesive?”

Year 11 IT Qualification

Pancake Day!
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Key Dates

10th - 21st April - Easter Holiday
Academy closed to all students. There will be some Year 11 revision sessions running on these 

days. If this applies to your child then you will receive a letter separately.

24th - 26th April - Academy Inset Days
Academy closed to all students.

27th April - Progress Review Day
All parents should attend for an important meeting with their child’s tutor. You will receive a 

letter to inform of your appointment time. Students to attend in full academy uniform.

28th April - All students return for Summer Term

1st May - Bank Holiday

We’re now on Facebook & Twitter
Follow us @ArkBoulton for daily updates

15
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Golden Hillock Road | Birmingham | B11 2QG

@ArkBoulton

0121 773 8156 | info@arkboulton.org


