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Principal’s
Message

Iwrite this edition of the principal’s message as we 
approach the end of our second year at Ark Boulton 
Academy and the achievement of some highly significant 
milestones, namely our first section 5 Ofsted report
grading as a ‘Good School’.

It is quite an achievement to transform an academy from 
Special Measures to Good in just 18 months. The
dedication of our students, commitment of staff, support 
from our families and community, and provision provided 
from our governing body, has made this grading possible. 
I would like to thank you all again for you continuous 
support as “it takes a whole community to bring up a child.” 
You can read more about our Ofsted report on page 5 of 
this newsletter.

“Ofsted graded ‘GOOD’ in
just 18 months...”

We are very proud of our Year 11 students, who after
having completed their examinations, are now prepping 
for life at college and training. We welcomed them all 
back recently for a celebratory event for all their
achievements whilst at Ark Boulton and would like to 
wish them the very best success for the future.  

In other news, our Science and Maths departments have 
been busy taking part in academic competitions, the
performing and creative arts team took part in the 9th 
Ark Music Gala and successfully ran our very first Artsfest 
and students and staff alike have been getting involved 
with local charitable organisations to give back to the 
community.

We were delighted to welcome Year 6 students who will 
be joining us in September 2017 as our new Year 7 intake. 
We had a whole day full of exciting activities and
example lessons such as mixing different chemicals in

science, cooking fruit kebabs in food, and reflecting about 
our virtues through expressive art. It was a joy to meet 
you all.

Our site has been going through a lot of renovations and 
rendering recently in time for September and I am excited 
to announce that our new reception will be opening on 
1st September. Keep an eye out on our social media feeds 
for updates during the summer break.

I am excited about the next stage of our development and 
the journey we now embark upon which is moving our 
academy to outstanding. It is indeed an excellent way to 
mark this academic year as it comes to a close, and a
timely reminder of the progress we have made as a
community in supporting our mission to help our young
people develop a lifelong love of learning, a sense of 
personal and civic pride and the confidence to not just 
navigate the modern world, but to shape it. 

I wish you all peaceful summer break and a safe one. It is 
important to look after yourselves and one another. Please 
see our leaflet opposite for some useful hints and tips. We 
look forward to welcoming you all back in September.

Herminder Channa
Principal

1 2   Summer 2017
Safe this
Stay

SUN SAFETY
1. Drink plenty of water and cold fluids to keep 
hydrated. Avoid fizzy drinks as they can cause 
dehydration.

2. Wear plenty of sunscreen (minimum of 
Factor 15). Remember all skin types and shades 
need protecting!

3. Stay out of direct sunlight during the hours 
of 12pm - 3pm when the suns rays are at their 
strongest.

4. Wear comfortable clothing which is
breathable and loose fitting to allow air flow. 
Cover your head and eyes - wear sunglasses as 
eyes can get damaged from the sun too!

E - SAFETY
1. Don’t talk to strangers online.

2. Do not take part in cyber-bullying or spread 
mallicious messages.

3. Block people who are abusive towards you or 
worrying.

4. Remember to protect your passwords and 
change them frequently.

5. Take a screen shot of anything which worries 
you and tell a responsible adult.

6. Use the REPORT function on social media 
apps if you are worried about what you see.

WATER SAFETY
1. Be careful of the dangers of being near open 
water. Cold water can numb limbs and claim 
lives.

2. You may not see the dangers on the surface, 
but underneath the water weeds and debris can 
trap you, parasites, and animal urine can make 
you ill. Swimming in a pool to swimming in 
open water is a very different experience. Be 
careful.

3. Seek advice - read the signs and talk to
lifeguards. If there aren’t any around, chances 
are you shouldn’t be swimming there!

4. Never go swimming alone.

5. In an emergency: 
 - Shout for HELP.
 - Call 999.
 - NEVER jump into the water to save  
   someone, you will put yourself in
   danger.

USEFUL CONTACTS
1. NSPCC 0800 800 500 - if you are worried 
that a child might be at risk of harm.

2. Childline 0800 111 - if you are worried that a 
child might be at risk of harm.

3. Forced Marriage Unit 020 7008 0151 or email
fmu@fco.gov.uk. 

4. Young Minds Mental Health Charity
020 7089 5050.

5. Young Carers Birmingham 0121 227 7000 or 
email birminghamyc@spurgeons.org.

6. FGM - Muslim Women’s Network
0121 236 9000 or email contact@mwnuk.co.uk.

7. NHS Direct for non-emergency health issues 
dial 111.

8. Hopeline UK 0800 068 4141 or email
pat@papyrus-uk.org.

9. Brook Advisory Service for concerns about 
sexual health 0121 237 5700.
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Our Art Department have been very busy producing amazing 
work with students. This ‘Subject Spotlight’ will showcase a few 
highlights and snapshots of the work produced.

Year 7 have been exploring their painting skills. Students used
Brian Froud as inspiration to draw and paint goblins and fairies. 
They will be moving onto Alice in Wonderland next.  Using
watercolour techniques can be tricky to get to grips with, but 
they’ve all risen to the challenge and have done so well! “I enjoy 
how much freedom we get when exploring our art techniques, 
especially blending using watercolour paints.” Tahera Yasmin, Art 
Student.

Student shout out to Tasnim Uddin’s amazing painterly skills.

                  

Year 8 have been bouncing off ideas from graffiti artists Beat 13 and 
Beastman. Their sketchbooks show the journey they have taken 
developing ideas for their final pieces.

Student shout out to Farzana Hussain who has been working extra 
hard and has developed more sketchwork work to help improve her 
drawing skills further.

Our talented Year 9 have been creating clay sculptures based 
around Lewis Carrols’ ‘Jabberwocky’ poem. Last term they
impressed us all with beautiful beetle illustrations.

“I am enjoying trying out new skills and finding out what my 
strengths are.” Zainab Bibi, Art Student.

Year 10 GCSE students have selected their own starting points and 
artists, which makes each project unique to them.  Mrs Moseley 
and Miss Crawford couldn’t be more proud of the progress these 
students are making, developing their own styles.

A big shout out to all of Year 11 who sat their epic ten hour exam in 
April. Well done to you all!

ART

4

   Spotlight
Subject
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“This  a  GOOD Schoo l ”
Ark Boulton Academy has been rated ‘Good’ in every 
category from our first section 5 Ofsted report, as the 
following:

• Effectiveness of leadership and management – Good.
• Quality of teaching, learning and assessment – Good.
• Personal development, behaviour and welfare – Good.
• Outcomes for pupils – Good.

Some of the key achievements in the report that were 
highlighted were in leadership and governance; “The 
highly effective leadership of the principal and her senior 
team has ensured the school has improved substantially. 
Governance is a strength of the school. As a result, the 
quality of learning, teaching and assessment has
improved significantly and the school’s policies are
consistently applied.”

The excellent behaviour and progress of our students; 
“Pupils are polite and helpful. Staff prepare pupils well for 
life in modern Britain. The curriculum supports pupils’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development well. 
The focus on the Ark Boulton virtues such as charity, 
honesty, courage and commitment actively promotes the 
development of pupils’ social skills, empathy and
understanding of right and wrong.”

Ofsted 2017
The quality of our teaching and learning; “Teachers have 
high expectations of what pupils will do and achieve. 
Routines and procedures are well established” and “pupils 
currently in the school make good progress from their 
starting point.”

The academy mission is to ensure that all of our children 
go on to university, pursue a career or an apprenticeship 
of their choice, so they are able to inspire and become 
role models for the younger generation and give back to 
their community.

To celebrate, the whole academy was treated to ice cream 
just before the end of Summer Term. The students
appreciated the gesture by Mrs Channa, commenting, “It 
was a really nice surprise, we didn’t know until the end 
of the day when we were told to go out to the playground 
and saw two ice cream vans!”

Our success was also featured in the Birmingham Mail 
newspaper shortly after. We would like to take this 
opportunity in congratulating our staff as educators, our 
students as keen learners and our parents in this great 
achievement as it took team effort.

You can read the report on our website at
www.arkboulton.org or on the official Ofsted website.

6

“Pupils are polite and helpful. Staff 
prepare pupils well for life in
modern Britain.” Ofsted 2017

5



Our Mathematics Department delivered a lesson with a 
difference this term. Year 8 students have been benefiting 
from learning about ‘The Story of Maths’ combining
history and maths in one.

A great example of how our academy delivers cross-cur-
ricular learning and helps
students understand how all subjects benefit from one 
other.

“The aim is to make maths relevant to students and help 
them identify with the subject in their day to day life.” Ms 
Akhtar, Director of Mathematics at Ark Boulton.

Students were introduced to:

• Contributions from some of the giants of mathematics 
including Plato, Archimedes and Pythagoras whose
theorem we use and apply today in our lessons.
• The history of the Great Wall of China, and the great 
engineering and maths used to design and build it.
• The history behind the symbol for zero.
• Indian mathematicians’ understanding of infinity and 
negative numbers.
• How the knowledge and invention of algebra spread 
from the East through to the West.

Mathematics has been fundamental to advances in 
science, engineering and philosophy, and continues to 
develop and aid knowledge in the modern world. It plays 
a key role in our everyday lives whether that be through 
calculations, measurements, shapes, motions of physical 
objects, logic, and even ideas and art.

The Story of Maths

Year 8 Science students enjoyed learning through a
creative way by taking part in the spaghetti design
challenge.

The aim of this STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Maths) challenge was to build the tallest free
standing spaghetti structure, using their engineering and 
science knowledge to do so.

Students learnt to:

• Understand trial and error when working with science 
and engineering, and understand how important this is 
to develop ideas and solutions to problems.
• Develop on their teamwork skills.
• Understand that weak materials can be made stronger 
by using good design ideas and structure shapes.
• Understand the techniques used by engineers when 
designing actual structures and buildings and the 
onsideration of tension and compression forces.
• Understand the use of mass distribution and why it’s 
important when building a structure.

We had some excellent ideas and were very impressed by 
the final structures. Well done Year 8!

Spaghetti Structures Design Challenge

3

And in other news...

Year 11 took part in a ‘business walk’ as part of
Professional Services Week, in partnership with 
Deloitte. Students took part in various workshops 
throughout the day, with employers from different
professions:

• Deloitte (accountancy firm) helped students perfect 
their communication skills by delivering a master class 
on presentation and public speaking abilities. Students 
delivered their own presentations to practice what they 
had learnt.
• East Village (marketing agency) showed students the 
impact good public relations and marketing can have 
when showcasing products and events.

• Gateleys (law firm) spoke to students about a ‘day in 
the life of a law firm’ and students learnt about the
number of careers that are available within a firm and 
how they all help each other run a business.

Developing these skills are crucial for our students as 
they now embark upon their last year here at Ark
Boulton. It will help develop their approach when
applying for jobs and further education in college or 
university, and having first-hand knowledge fro
 professionals in the industry is invaluable.

“Students were commended on their commitment to 
expanding their understanding of the opportunities 
available in the Birmingham Business District. We are 
thankful to the employers who gave their time to deliver 
this experience.” Mr Sandhu.

Year 11 Business Walk

During the beginning of the Summer Term, students 
signed up to take part in a five week workshop to develop 
their communication and social awareness skills. Our 
School Counsellor, Mrs Edwards delivered the workshop 
for a group of students who applied.

The aim of the workshop was to help students understand 
and deal with certain social situations they may
encounter during their lifetime and how to communicate 
with people in different settings.  For example how you 
interact with a potential employer at an interview for a 
job or work experience, will be very different to how you 
interact with your younger sibling or peers at school.

The workshop also dealt with difficult situations and
emotional responses, and learnt 
positive and constructive ways in 
which to deal with them.

Students focused on:

• What is an emotional response?
• Why do we and others, react in certain ways?
• Are there any hidden feelings behind our response?
• How do certain responses affect the way we think, the      
way we feel and the way we behave?
• How to express feelings in a more constructive way.
• Practicing different techniques to control and
communicate feelings.

“I am very proud of the students for their commitment 
to attend the workshop every week and for having the 
willingness to take part in the activities to improve their 
understanding of the topic.” Mrs Edwards.

All students received certificates for taking part
successfully. The skills learnt from this workshop will go 
on to help students approach new, and sometimes
challenging moments in life, in a more confident and 
positive way.

Developing Skills for the Future

7 8
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An Ark Boulton Academy celebration of the arts

On 10th July 2017 Ark Boulton Academy opened its’ doors for its’ very first Artsfest. Parents, community
members, staff, students, and special guests joined us for food, drink and conversation whilst enjoying a
selection of artwork, poetry and music created by students here at the academy.

It was a wonderful relaxed environment where guests enjoyed the entertainment in the sunshine, and had the 
opportunity to take part in our silent auction and bid for student artwork. All proceeds from the silent auction 
will go to St. Basil’s - a charity supporting the young homeless people of Birmingham. We are pleased to
announce that we raised an amazing £370!

Once everyone had a look at the amazing artwork, enjoyed some food and
listened to our poetry readers, it was time to go indoors to the main hall for 
our evening performances.

Our music department has had an amazing year with our choir performing at 
the Barbican in London and our Dhol Drum groups performing at the New
Alexandra Theatre in Birmingham. We heard performances from our
recorders, the choir, drummers, and the brass band.

We were blown away by drama and thier performance of ‘Find Me’ by Olwen 
Wynmark. A true story about a teenage girl suffering from mental illness and 
growing up 1970’s Britain. The crowd were so impressed! It was very
entertaining. Our dance group also performed on their debut with a medley of 
songs and dance moves.   

We have some great talent at this academy. We are very proud of how
everyone worked so hard in the months running up to the artsfest to rehearse 
and prepare all the show stopping pieces of art. Setting up on the day of the 
event took great teamwork, and the academy looked amazing and so colourful!

“Our first ever artsfest was a huge success. A big thank you to all who
attended, everyone involved and we hope to make things bigger and better 
next year!” Ms Crawford, Director of Performing & Creative Arts.

“I would like to thank our community for supporting us. Our students were 
amazing, their confidence and presence on stage was impressive, and their 
ability to manage the whole event so well. Our students are a real credit to our 
academy and parents.” Mrs Channa, Principal.

Great food and
drink outside

Live entertainment

Artwork up for grabs

9
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Gratitude
Students Farzana Hossain, Aleenah Saverah, Sonayah 
Navid and Amilah Wajid have been busy developing a 
‘Gratitude Club’ for staff and students within the
academy. We recently caught up with them after they 
gave out their very first Gratitude Award to Music
teacher, Miss Al-Hanoush.

What inspired you to create this club?

“We wanted to talk about positive things within the
academy. We thought it would be good to award people 
and show gratitude towards them.”

Why did you choose Miss Al-Hanoush?

“We chose Miss Al-Hanoush because she is dedicated to 
her students and gives so much of her time to us. Miss 
Al-Hanoush delivers many after school enrichment clubs 
for us to take part in such as the choir, ukulele, guitar, 
djembe, violin and dhol drumming clubs.”

What do you enjoy most about the gratitude club?

“When we meet, we talk about positivity and it makes 
us feel happy and grateful for what we have around us 
and for the many amazing people in our lives. Gratitude 
is one of our academy ten virtues and so we are always 
thankful for the opportunities we have in life.

A w a r d

“We would like to thank Mrs Russell (Designated
Safeguarding and Pastoral Lead) who helped set up the 
club with us. We have developed many new friendships 
through this.

We also want to thank all the students who came together 
to help us think of ideas to bring the gift of gratitude to 
members of Ark Boulton Academy.”

Miss Al-Hanoush commented, “It was so sudden. When I 
realised what the girls were giving to me, I was
overwhelmed and the card brought a tear to my eye. I 
have now proudly displayed the card in my classroom. 

I am glad to hear the students are enjoying the musical 
opportunities available at the academy, and delighted to 
know that they are making a difference to their future 
with such a positive impact.” 

As an academy we want to thank the members of the 
club. What a lovely idea to show appreciation for all the 
positive things that are going on in our academy.

1211

On Wednesday 5th July, five Year 9 students took part 
in the Super Science Challenge Day at UCL, Department 
of Chemistry in London - one of the highest ranking 
universities in the world.

Sarah, Aleena, Alisha, Farzana and Anab won 3rd prize 
for their presentation on ‘Energy in Food’, with Alisha 
also winning a ‘Separating Materials’ competition!

“Well done girls, you showed courage in presenting, and 
determination in completing GCSE practicals in the
Chemistry laboratories of UCL.” Ms Assi, Chemistry 
Teacher at Ark Boulton.

Competition
W i n n e r s

Super Science Challenge Day

We are very proud to announce that students who 
took part in the MCS Projects “Science and
Technology Challenge Day” at Aston University won 
the trophy award for the ‘Overall Winning Team’.

Ahee and Mohamed took part in several challenges 
including vehicle construction, robotics and a medical 
challenge. Students had to use their mathematical and 
scientific knowledge to analyse and solve the scenarios 
and problems presented to them in each workshop.

Sidra Haidary and Aanis Jama also won the medical 
diagnostics challenge.

We are very proud of all students who took part and 
of the “excellent behaviour students displayed when 
representing the academy”, Mrs Parsons, Maths teacher 
at Ark Boulton.

Students received their awards from Deputy Lord 
Lieutenant for West Midlands, Simon Topman.

“They performed phenomenally well”, Ms Akhtar,
Director of Mathematics. Well done team!

STEM Challenge



Gallery
Year 6 Induction Day

Year 11 World War 1 Interactive History Workshop

Workshop  with band ‘The Tailormade’

Para Tennis Team won 3rd prize in School Games!

The 9th Ark Music Gala at the Barbican, London

Learning about mitosis

Workshops at Aston University
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Boulton
Goodbye Year 11! 

Para Athletics Team won 3rd prize in School Games!

Creating ‘slime’ in Science! English Reward Trip

13

Year 11 Celebration Event
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Key Dates

21st July - End of Academic Year
The academy will close for the summer holidays on Friday 21st July 2017

All students will be dismissed at 1.20pm.

24th August - Year 11 GCSE Results Day
All Year 11’s to collect their results from the academy.

4th, 5th, 6th September - Staff Training Days
 Academy will be closed to students.

7th September - All students return for Autumn Term at different
times for this day only, as follows:

8.20am - Year 7
10.00am - Year 8
10.00am - Year 9
11.00am - Year 10
11.00am - Year 11

Catch all the latest news on Facebook & Twitter
Follow us @ArkBoulton for daily updates

Our canteen staff have been working in
partnership alongside our newly setup ‘Student Food 
Council’ to help review our weekly menus.

It gives students a chance to give feedback on the food 
provided and also give their opinions on what type of 
food they may want to see on the menu in the future. In 
the first meeting, students were treated to a special lunch.

“We promote healthy eating at our academy, and ensure 
the food provided is nutritious and beneficial for all our 
staff and students. We know if students eat well then they 
are better able to learn. All our food is freshly prepared 
on site.” Mrs Smith, Head Chef.

Our first meeting was held as part of the BNF Healthy 
Eating Week 2017, which ran from 12th – 16th June this 
year.

Enrichment
H i g h l i g h t

Student Food Council

This term students and staff collected donations for 
the Sparkhill Food Bank. The Food Bank is a
registered charity based at The Narthex Centre in 
Sparkhill, Birmingham. It has been running for almost 
five years now, and throughout 2016 provided food 
parcels to 4250 people, that’s approximately 55.5 
tonnes (Source: Sparkhill Food Bank).

We asked everyone to bring in non-perishable items 
of food and toiletries. A few examples of the types of 
items we had were powdered milk, flour, pasta, tinned 
fruit and vegetables, toiletries and much more.

Students decorated their food boxes and included a 
kind message to go along with their donations for its’ 
recipient. We collected an impressive 58 large boxes in 
total full of goods for donating. Well done to all!

Here at Ark Boulton we highly value our virtues of 
charity, service and gratitude, and this is an apt way to 
support and give back to our local community.

Food Bank
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Golden Hillock Road | Birmingham | B11 2QG

@ArkBoulton

0121 773 8156 | info@arkboulton.org


